FOURTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OP  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH, 

FRIMLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


18  9 8. 

The  Frimley  Urban  District  has  an  area  of  7674  acres,  with  a population,  estimated  in  the 
middle  of  July,  of  6476  persons. 

During  the  year  181  Births  (101  males  and  80  females)  were  registered,  representing  an 
Annual  Birth  Rate  of  28  per  1000  of  the  estimated  population. 

The  number  of  Deaths  registered  in  the  same  period  was  68,  representing  an  Annual  Death 
Rate  of  lO'o  per  1000  of  the  estimated  population. 

Compared  with  last  year  the  Birth  Rate  shews  an  increase  of  4’5  per  1000,  and  the  Death 
Rate  a decrease  of  0*1  per  1000. 

The  Infant  Mortality,  based  on  the  number  of  deaths  (23)  in  children  under  one  year,  in 
proportion  to  the  number  of  births  (169)  from  the  middle  of  1897  to  the  middle  of  1898,  gives  a 
ratio  of  136  per  1000.  This  is  a much  higher  rate  than  last  year,  and  is  largely  due  to  the 
number  of  deaths  (11)  which  toot  place  immediately  after  birth,  and  to  the  prevalence  of  diarrhoea 
during  the  summer  months,  which  proved  fatal  in  the  case  of  six  infants. 

The  deaths  from  Pulmonary  Consumption  were  five  in  number  (’77  per  1000),  and  six  deaths 
(•92  per  1000)  were  caused  by  other  Lung  Diseases. 

Eight  deaths  were  due  to  Heart  Disease,  and  four  to  Influenza. 


ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

1.  Small  Pox. — Ho  case  reported  in  the  district. 

2.  Scarlet  Fever. — During  the  months  of  March,  April  and  May,  five  cases  of  this  disease 
were  reported — three  in  one  house,  and  two  in  another.  No  connection  could  be  traced  between 
the  two  houses,  and  the  cases  were  of  a mild  type. 

2.  Diphtheria. — Eight  cases  were  notified,  occurring  in  five  separate  houses.  Particulars 
are  given  in  the  following  table,  and  it  will  be  seen  that  the  groups  of  cases  were  quite 
independent  of  each  other.  In  connection  with  this  disease,  I may  mention,  that  in  no  instance 
during  the  last  two  years,  has  advantage  been  taken  of  the  offer  of  the  Council  to  have  a 
Bacteriological  examination  made  free  of  charge  in  all  such  cases. 


Persons  attacked. 

Address. 

Date. 

Cause. 

Remarks. 

Boy  and  Girl 

Yorktown 

February 

Ground  saturated  with  contents 
of  cesspool 

House  now  connected  with  main 
sewer.  Recovery 

Girl 

Mytchett 

July 

Unasertained 

Recovery 

Boy  and  Girl 

Mytchett 

Oct.  and  Nov. 

Sanitary  defects 

Defects  remedied.  Recovery 

Mother  and  Child 

Camberley 

November 

Child  infected  by  cat.  Mother 
contracted  disease  from  child 

The  Child  died  and  Mother  re- 
covered 

Girl 

Camberley 

November 

Unascertained,  but  no  connec- 
tion with  previous  cases 

Recovery 

4.  Enteric  Fever. — Two  cases  of  this  disease  occurred  in  the  months  of  July  and  August. 
One  unfortunately  proved  fatal  after  a short  illness ; the  other  made  a very  rapid  recovery,  and 
the  disease  was  of  a mild  type.  Although  thorough  investigation  was  made  in  both  these  cases, 
no  cause  for  their  occurrence  could  be  ascertained. 


5.  Measles. — Very  few  cases  have  this  year  come  to  my  knowledge. 

6.  Whooping  Cough. — There  was  no  prevalence  of  this  complaint  during  the  year. 

7 . Diarehcea. — During  the  summer  months  this  illness  was  very  prevalent,  and  caused  seven 
deathsy  six  of  whom  were  infants  under  one  year. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  from  the  above  diseases  was  nine,  representing  an  Annual 
Zymotic  Death  Rate  of  1'4  per  1000  of  the  estimated  population. 

In  every  case  where  an  infectious  case  was  notified,  the  house  was  visited,  and  an  inquiry 
made  as  to  its  probable  cause.  Where  any  defects  in  the  water  supply,  drainage,  or  general 
sanitary  condition  were  found,  a request  was  made  that  they  should  be  remedied,  and  in  all  cases 
was  readily  complied  with.  Every  precaution  was  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease,  and 
in  each  case  thorough  disinfection  was  carried  out.  The  difficulty  of  securing  efficient  isolation 
in  the  smaller  houses  is  very  great,  as  many  people  living  in  such  property  are  unable  to  afford 
the  cost  of  trained  nurses,  etc.  A scheme  is  at  present  under  consideration,  which,  if  carried  out, 
should  meet  the  case,  and  tide  us  over  the  time  which  must  elapse  before  the  establishment  of  a 
District  Isolation  Hospital. 

On  comparing  the  number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  reported  during  the  last  three  years, 
with  those  of  former  years,  one  cannot  help  being  struck  with  the  marked  diminution  which  has 
taken  place  in  their  numbers,  and  while  not  wishing  to  lay  too  much  stress  on  this  fact,  I cannot 
but  think  that  the  improvement  has  been  largely  due  to  better  drainage,  the  introduction  of  a 
good  supply  of  water,  and  better  sanitation  generally.  Taking  Diphtheria  alone — in  1894, 
twenty-nine  cases,  and  in  1895,  twenty-three  cases  were  reported,  while,  from  1896  to  1898  in- 
clusive, only  thirteen  cases  were  notified.  It  is  worth  mentioning  that  Dr.  Lorimer,  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  to  the  Earnham  Rural  Sanitary  Authority,  in  his  Report  for  1894,  said  (referring  to  the 
Frimley  District) — “ My  firm  opinion  is  that  until  these  two  conditions  are  provided,  namely,  good 
“ surface  drainage,  and  a good  water  supply,  this  portion  of  the  district  will  remain  in  an 
“insanitary  condition,  and  that  these  outbreaks  will  occur  from  time  to  time.”  There  are  still  a 
large  number  of  water-closets  having  no  water  supply,  and  I would  impress  upon  the  owners  of 
such  property  the  necessity  there  is  for  doing  away  with  this  easily-remedied  defect. 


GEIiTEEAL  SANITARY  MATTERS. 

The  number  of  New  Buildings  for  which  plans  were  submitted  for  approval  during  the  year 
was  105  ; of  these,  95  shewed  connections  with  the  main  sewers. 

Water  Supply. — During  the  past  twelve  months  Water  has  been  laid  on  to  165  houses, 
making  a total  in  the  Frimley  District  of  415  connections.  Additional  storage  for  about  750,000 
gallons  of  water  has  been  provided  at  the  Frimley  Green  Pumping  Station,  a second  Filter  Bed  has 
been  completed,  and  a third  is  in  course  of  construction.  About  ten  additional  miles  of  mains 
have  been  laid,  including  the  High  Level  District,  and  a second  Engine  and  Boiler  have  been  fixed 
at  the  Works,  and  are  now  running.  The  monthly  chemical  examinations  of  the  water  have  been 
continued,  and  from  time  to  time,  independent  analyses  have  been  made,  both  chemical  and 
bacteriological.  During  the  year  I made  a special  report  on  the  source  of  the  water  and  its 
surroundings,  and  therein  stated,  that,  as  far  as  I was  able  to  ascertain,  every  care  was  being  taken 
to  prevent  the  possibility  of  pollution. 

From  the  above  remarks  it  will  be  seen  that  the  original  well-water  supply  of  our  District  is 
gradually  being  replaced  by  water  from  the  Company’s  mains  ; but  there  are  still  many  wells  being 
used  which  are  open  to  suspicion,  and  it  will  be  our  endeavour,  in  all  such  instances,  to  induce  the 
owners  to  provide  a good  supply. 

Disposal  op  Sewage. — Considerable  improvements  have  this  year  been  effected  at  the 
Yorktown  Farm.  Another  Filter  Bed  has  been  constructed,  and  it  is  intended  to  have  the  fourth, 
and  last  one,  finished  at  an  early  date.  The  settling  tanks  have  been  improved,  the  effluent 
channels  re-constructed,  and  an  effluent  inspection  chamber  provided.  At  frequent  intervals 
samples  of  the  effluent  have  been  taken  by  the  Inspector  of  the  Thames  Conservancy  Board, 
and  on  only  one  occasion,  and  this  just  after  a heavy  rainfall,  has  a caution  been  received.  The 
effluent  from  the  Frimley  Farm  has  also  been  under  constant  supervision ; and  as  far  as  I know, 
has  always  been  satisfactory. 

As  a result  of  an  extension  of  the  main  drainage  system,  a number  of  cesspools,  which  have 
hitherto  proved  a nuisance,  will  be  done  away  with. 

The  Council  has  displayed  very  considerable  activity  in  operating  the  Private  Streets  Works 
Act  in  relation  to  drainage  ; and  estimates  have  been  accepted  for  the  sewering  of  five  roads  under 
the  provisions  of  this  Act,  the  work  for  which  is  now  being  carried  out. 

The  sewers  generally  are  periodically  flushed,  and  there  has  been  a distinct  diminution  of 
offensive  emanations  from  the  same.  The  better  flushing  of  private  drains  has  no  doubt  largely 
contributed  to  this  good  result. 


The  whole  of  the  district  is  now  systematically  scavenged,  and  the  dust  cart  calls  regularly  at 
all  houses  complying  with  the  Council’s  requirements. 


The  Eoads  and  Paths  have  received  special  attention  this  year,  most  of  the  paths  in  the  side 
streets  having  been  thoroughly  made  up,  and  in  some  of  the  main  thoroughfares  permanent 
pavement  has  been  laid,  which  it  is  contemplated  in  the  early  spring  to  continue  along  the 
principal  main  roads.  The  Council  also  have  in  hand  a scheme  for  the  improvement  and  re- 
construction of  Osnaburgh  Hill,  which  they  hope  in  the  near  future  to  carry  into  execution. 
Several  other  schemes  are  in  progress,  under  the  Private  Streets  Works  Act  for  the  improvement 
of  private  roads,  and  it  is  hoped  that  more  will  be  done  to  improve  the  surface  drainage  of  the 
roads  generally. 

The  Slaughter  Houses,  Dairies,  and  Cowsheds  are  under  constant  supervision,  and  generally 
are  in  good  and  clean  condition.  Three  new  Slaughter  Houses  have  received  Licenses  during  the 
year. 

Isolation  Hospital. — This  question  has  again  been  up  before  the  Sanitary  Committee,  and 
one  or  two  fresh  proposals  have  been  made,  but  none  accepted.  The  difficulty  in  obtaining  a 
suitable  site  still  continues  ; but  the  matter  is  being  steadily  kept  in  view,  and  I have  no  doubt  will 
eventually  be  satisfactorily  solved. 


The  important  question  of  how  best  to  prevent  the  spread  of  tuberculosis  will  receive  due 
attention  during  the  year,  and  I hope  soon  to  take  some  practical  steps  in  this  direction. 

The  health  of  the  inmates  of  the  Eoyal  Albert  Orphan  Asylum  has  been  very  good.  No  cases 
of  infectious  disease  have  occurred  ; but  the  average  number  of  children  in  each  dormitory  has 
practically  been  the  same  as  last  year,  and  the  cubic  space  and  superficial  area  per  head  remains 
under  the  proper  standard.  The  cleanliness  of  this  institution  is  all  that  can  be  desired,  and  one 
great  improvement  has  been  the  introduction  of  a water  supply  from  the  Frimley  and  Farnborough 
Water  Company’s  mains. 

The  Medical  Officer  for  the  County  has  on  one  or  two  occasions  visited  the  district,  and  I have 
been  indebted  to  him  for  much  valuable  help  on  matters  relating  to  the  weKare  of  the  place. 

I attach  Tabular  Statements  of  Births,  Deaths,  and  sickness,  on  the  forms  prescribed  by  the 
Local  Government  Board. 


THOMAS  WALCOT,  M.D., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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